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Project Overview 
The RURAL’COM Project aims to facilitate the exchange of best practices between Romania, 

Belgium, and Ireland to create sustainable rural communities. By offering access to educational 

resources and fostering transnational cooperation through networking, the RURAL’COM 

partners aim to enhance the capacity of local communities to address climate change challenges.

Challenges of Sustainable Transition in Rural Areas 
- Sustainable Communities as a Solution

Project Objectives 

In September 2024, project partners gathered 

in Virginia, Ireland, for the second Staff Capacity 

Building Training and Transnational Partner 

Meeting of the RURAL’COM project. The event 

played a pivotal role in advancing the project’s 

objectives by fostering a transnational community 

of practice among participating trainers, educators, 

and professionals. Participants took part in hands-

on sessions to review and present key project 

results, including the mapping report, and engaged 

in exploitation workshops to explore further 

implementation strategies. Networking sessions 

facilitated the exchange of best practices and 

future collaboration, highlighted by a visit to a local 

sustainable bee farm, showcasing sustainability in 

Ireland.
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RURAL’COM Handbook
During the meeting, project partners presented the progress of the RURAL’COM Handbook, 

with each partner showcasing their respective chapters. These chapters covered topics such 

as:

•	 Rural Resilience and the Sustainable Agenda,

•	 Resilience in Practice through case studies and best practices from Romania, Belgium, 

and Ireland,

•	 Building Sustainable Communities in Rural Areas, and

•	 Pedagogy, Management, and Communication Skills for delivering workshops on 

resilience and sustainability.

The handbook aims to enhance professionals’ skills by offering pedagogical training and 

insights, empowering organisations to support rural communities in becoming more resilient 

and sustainable. The exchange of experiences will further equip professionals to assist rural 

citizens in overcoming challenges and fostering sustainable communities. The handbook will be 

available in English, Romanian, and French by November 2024.

Keep up to date with the project
To stay up-to-date on our progress: Check out our: 

•	 Project Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556536231279 

•	 Project Website: https://rural.com.green-agora.eu/ 

Project Team
Three project partners from 3 European countries are working together to deliver the 

RURAL’COM project including Romania, Belgium, and Ireland. 

•	 Asociatia Agora Grup de Lucru pentru Dezvoltare Durabila – Romania 

•	 Forum Citoyens - Burgers asbl - Belgium

•	 The Rural Hub CLG – Ireland 
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