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Project Overview 
The RURAL’COM Project aims to facilitate the exchange of best practices between Romania, 

Belgium, and Ireland to create sustainable rural communities. By offering access to educational 

resources and fostering transnational cooperation through networking, the RURAL’COM 

partners aim to enhance the capacity of local communities to address climate change challenges.

Challenges of Sustainable Transition in Rural Areas 
- Sustainable Communities as a Solution

Project Objectives 

In the final month of the RURAL’COM project, 

awareness-raising events have been held in 

Romania, Belgium, and Ireland. The purpose of 

these events is to transfer programs, methods, 

experiences, and project achievements to relevant 

target groups, fostering cooperation and promoting 

shared methodologies. Additionally, these events 

aimed to raise awareness among professionals 

and citizens about the importance of reinforcing 

community resilience in rural areas. By engaging 

stakeholders not directly involved in the project, 

the events also encourage the adoption of lessons 

learned in new territories. Finally, they serve as 

a platform to share and promote the use of the 

RURAL’COM Handbook, promoting sustainable 

practices within rural communities. 
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Project Impact 
The RURAL’COM project has aimed to positively influence rural 

communities and professionals across Europe by developing essential 

tools, such as the Mapping Report and the RURAL’COM Handbook. These 

resources have empowered citizens and educators to enhance their 

skills in fostering sustainable communities, addressing critical challenges 

related to climate change, social cohesion, and economic sustainability in 

rural areas.

A core focus of the project has been promoting transnational 

collaboration, resource sharing, and community engagement. 

The resources, including the Handbook, remain accessible 

through the project website, ensuring their continued utility 

for rural communities. The Handbook highlights practical 

methodologies and tools that positively impact rural areas by 

promoting resilience and sustainable practices.

Key strategies outlined in the Handbook include:

•	 Economic Diversification: Initiatives like local food 

systems and renewable energy projects enhance 

economic stability and create new opportunities for 

rural economies.

•	 Social Cohesion: Community engagement strategies strengthen social networks, 

foster inclusivity, and build collective resilience.

•	 Environmental Resilience: Sustainable land-use and resource management 

practices safeguard ecosystems and ensure long-term environmental stewardship.

•	 Cultural Preservation: Integrating traditional knowledge with modern techniques 

reinforces community identity and supports sustainability.

By implementing these practices, rural communities can achieve long-term benefits such as 

increased economic stability, strengthened social connections, and enhanced environmental 

resilience. These outcomes contribute to vibrant and sustainable rural areas, demonstrating the 

RURAL’COM project’s enduring impact.
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Looking Ahead:  
As the RURAL’COM project draws to a close, its tools and resources are now available in English, 

French and Romanian, to better support rural communities and professionals across Europe. 

By addressing shared challenges such as climate change, social cohesion, and economic 

sustainability, the project has provided a foundation for fostering resilience and sustainability 

in rural areas. While the project itself is ending, its methodologies and collaborative efforts offer 

valuable opportunities for ongoing learning and development. As these resources continue to 

be shared and implemented, we hope they will inspire communities to adapt and grow in ways 

that are both practical and impactful.

Stay in Touch 
Why not check out our: 

•	 Project Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556536231279 

•	 Project Website: https://rural.com.ro 
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